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Local congregations 

can now publicly affirm their ministries 
with lesbian and gay persons. 


■ Whether you are gay/lesbian, non-gay/lesbian, or bisex¬ 
ual; 

■ Whether you are confronting these issues by yourself or 
as part of a group within your community of faith. 

Whoever you are, we hope this booklet will enlighten your 
journey as you begin to explore the church's relationship 
with its lesbian and gay members. 
















Beginning Dialogue 

a powerful 
witness 



E very congregation includes gay and lesbian persons 
and their families, but not every congregation 
realizes that. It may seem as though "it's not an 
issue here." 

Don't believe it. People in your congregation are 
suffering because the message they hear from the 
church—either about themselves or about someone they 
love—is that they must either change or leave the church, 
that who they are is unforgivable. 

Many lesbian and gay persons have left the church, some 
voluntarily, some by decisions of persons higher up in the 
official church structure. Some have gone to worship with 
or serve other religious groups. Many have left altogether, 
some sadly, others with great bitterness. Their leaving is an 
immense loss to all of us, whether we know of it or not. 

But many others have stayed and are serving the church 
as clergy and laypersons—faithfully, despite being labeled 
sinners by the church. 

Theirs is a powerful witness. Your beginning dialogue is 
also a powerful witness. God be with you. 
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Sexuality 

a good gift 
of God 



"... Sexuality is a good gift of God, and we believe persons may 
be fully human only when that gift is acknowledged and affirmed 
by themselves, the Church, and society 

—Book of Social Principles, 
United Methodist Church, 1984. 

L et's face it. Americans bring sex into everything from 
toothpaste to cars, but most of us have a hard time 
acknowledging and affirming sexuality as a “good 
gift of God." 

And if it's hard to talk about sexuality in an open, 
honest, caring way, it may seem nearly impossible 
to talk about sexual differences like homosexuality, bisexu¬ 
ality, and heterosexuality. 

One reason is that when people think “sex," their minds 
leap to the genitals. But sexuality is a lot more than that. 
Sexuality is everything that has to do with being male and 
female: how we grow and change over the years, how we view 
our bodies, how we relate to each other, how we reproduce, 
how we are alike and different in appearance and behavior, 
who we are as men and women or boys and girls, and much 
much more. 

Sexuality includes intimacy, which has to do with our ability to 
trust another person, to become known, to share, to show 
affection and caring, to reveal ourselves honestly. 

Sexuality includes being sensual, which has to do with how we 
accept our bodies, the ways we feel pleasure, the image we 
have of ourselves, what we know about our bodies, how 
willing we are to take care of them, our comfort with touching 
and feelings. 

Sexuality includes identity —who we are as female and male, 
how we behave, what we let the world see about ourselves 
as male and female. 

In these respects, we are all sexual beings. Our sexuality 
begins when we are bom, perhaps even before that, and 
unfolds throughout our lifetimes. 

Sexuality also includes orientation. If everyone is capable of being 
intimate, sensual, and identified as male or female, where 
do homosexuality, bisexuality, and heterosexuality fit in? 
Studies of this aspect of sexuality, now called “sexual 
orientation," have shed a lot of new light. 
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Lesbian and gay people 
come from all types of family 
backgrounds. 


First, it is a myth that everyone is oriented one way or the 
other. That myth was exploded back in the 1940s when Alfred 
Kinsey and his associates reported their survey of American 
adults' sexual behavior. Kinsey found that many heterosexual 
people had at least some attraction to the same sex, and 
that many homosexual people had some attraction to the 
other sex. 

Most of us fall somewhere in between the two ends of a 
seven-point continuum: 

0 fully heterosexual, with no homosexual experience 


1 predominantly heterosexual, with incidental homosexual 
experience 

2 basically heterosexual, with 
significant homosexual experi¬ 
ence 

3 bisexual, with significant 
heterosexual and homosex¬ 
ual experience 

4 basically homosexual, with 
significant heterosexual 
experience 

5 predominantly homosexual, 
with incidental heterosexual 
experience 

6 fully homosexual, with no 
heterosexual experience. 



Homosexual or heterosexual "experience" is much more 
than a question of whom we "have sex" with. Our experience 
also includes fantasies, dreams, attractions, intimacy, sensual¬ 
ity, and identity. 

It's hard to know exactly, but the most current estimates 
suggest that at least ten percent of women and men are 
exclusively homosexual. We do not know the percentage of 
people who consider themselves bisexual. 

If you are wondering how someone would know that she 
or he is homosexual, think a while about your own 
experience: 

■ What is your earliest memory of being attracted to 
someone? 
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A persons 

sexual orientation is not chosen 
but discovered. 


■ Can you remember when and where it happened? 

■ Did anyone influence or guide you in your attraction to 
this person? 



■ What kinds of people do you find you are attracted to now 
(do they tend to be tall or short, slim or stocky, dark or fair, 

outgoing or reserved)? 

Try for a moment to describe 
that special feeling of being 
attracted. You'll probably find 
it's a little like describing the 
sunset; there simply are no 
words to capture its mystery 
and wonder and essence. 


YOU MAY HAVE WONDERED ... 


Why do people "choose" to be 
homosexual? Homosexuality is a 
natural phenomenon, occurring 


THREE 
ELECTED OFFICIALS 
FROM MINNESOTA AND 
WISCONSIN 


in every species of animal, including humans, in every part 
of the world. Most gay and lesbian people say that, looking 
back, they knew about their sexual orientation fairly early in 
childhood, even if they didn't have a word for it. 

A person's orientation—gay/lesbian or otherwise—is not 
chosen but discovered. Our choice, then, is not whether to be 
heterosexual, bisexual, or homosexual, but how to be whoever 
we are. We make decisions about how to behave, and the 
question is whether we will choose to behave in ways that 
are exploitative or caring, selfish or nurturing, violent or 
loving. 


W hat causes homosexuality ? Lesbian and gay people come from 
all walks of life, from all types of family backgrounds. A lot 
of researchers have tried very hard to find a "cause" for 
homosexuality, and they have all failed. There is some 
evidence for biological determinants, some for environ¬ 
mental. One thing is pretty clear: parents have little if any 
influence on a child's sexual orientation. What parents do 
influence, of course, is how a child grows up feeling about 


him or herself. 
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Why don't homosexual people change ? This question implies that 
there is something wrong—perhaps an illness that should 
be cured—but there is nothing wrong. Homosexuality is a 
normal variation. 
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" Curing" homosexuals 
is as unlikely as "curing" 
heterosexuals. 


About ten percent of us are homosexual, just as about ten 
percent are left-handed. Confirmation has come from the 
major mental health organizations—including the American 
Psychiatric Association, American Psychological Association, 
and National Association of Social Workers—who have all 
declared that homosexuality is not deviant, not a symptom 
or category of illness, but simply normal. 

Despite the intense pressures our society places on 
lesbian and gay persons, many like themselves as people 
and are content with their lives. Some, however, have tried 
to change away from homosexuality. It is clear that such 
efforts succeed in changing only a person's behavior. Nothing 
has been found to change basic orientation —that is, feelings 
of attraction to the same sex. 

"Curing" homosexuals is as unlikely as "curing” hetero¬ 
sexuals of their attraction to the other sex. 

W hat do homosexual couples do together? Let's start by 
establishing that same-sex cou¬ 
ples and other-sex couples are 
much more alike than different. 

They both pursue whatever in¬ 
terests they have in common— 
singing, playing ball, sitting in 
front of the fire, shopping, hik¬ 
ing, gardening, worshipping. 

They both have available the 
same potential for positive and 
negative relating—caring, hurt¬ 
ing, nurturing, fighting, having 
fun, abusing, cooperating, com¬ 
peting. 

They also have available the same means for "making 
love"—holding hands, intimate eye contact, touching with 
every part of the body. The only "activity" that heterosexual 
couples engage in that same-sex couples don't (with each 
other) is having penis-vaginal intercourse. 

Isn't it best to keep your distance? Many people are so fearful of 
coming in contact with a gay or lesbian person that they find 
it very difficult to see that person in any other light. 

Actually, considering that at least ten percent of us are 
homosexual, it's obvious that each of us comes in contact 
continually with people who happen to be homosexual. In 
any classroom or workplace with 20 or 30 people, for 
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Homosexual youth 

have a lot to worry about: rejection, abuse, 
discrimination, isolation.... 


example, we can assume that at least 2 or 3 are gay or lesbian, 
whether we know it or not. 

Discovering your sexual orientation is a little like putting 
together a puzzle with many pieces, including sensual feel¬ 
ings, fantasies, dreams, attractions, and so on. Many children 
and young people engage in same-sex experimenting, but 

that does not mean they are gay 
or lesbian. You cannot be "re¬ 
cruited” to a sexual orientation. 
Nor do occasional incidents of 
homosexual behavior "cause" 
homosexuality. 

W hat about catching AIDS? Many 
people have the mistaken im¬ 
pression that AIDS is a "gay 
male disease," but most gay 
men do not have AIDS, nor are 
they carrying the AIDS virus. 
Even if you are around some¬ 
one who is infected, you cannot catch it through casual 
contact. Scientists discovered how AIDS is transmitted a few 
years ago: through blood (such as re-using a hypodermic 
needle used by an infected person) or unprotected sexual 
intercourse. 

This is not the place for medical explanations, but you 
should understand one thing. You can have considerable 
contact with a person with AIDS without fear of getting the 
virus. You can safely touch him or her, for example—even 
drink from his/her glass—without endangering yourself. 

In fact, many people with AIDS say that one of the worst 
aspects of their illness is being treated as though they are 
untouchable. Like everyone else, they long for and need to 
be touched. 

W hat is it like to grow up gay/lesbian? This question can't be 
answered simply, but if you think about the messages society 
gives out about homosexuality, you might be able to imagine 
a bit of the answer. Homosexual kids have a lot to worry 
about: condemnation, rejection by their family and friends 
(including the possibility of getting kicked out of the house), 
physical abuse, discrimination, legal problems, isolation, 
doors closing on their educational or career goals. 

Many decide it's "easier" to be invisible, to distance 
themselves from their families and peers, to monitor 
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The problem lies 

not in being homosexual but living in a 
fearful, condemning world. 


everything they do or say so they don't give away their secret. 

Let's be clear about it. These are not problems of being 
homosexual; they are problems of living in a fearful, 
condemning world. For most kids, there is nowhere to turn 
to talk openly. 

Fortunately, the scene is changing in some areas where 
young people have access to positive role models and 
opportunities to socialize with each other in accepting 
settings. And a few really lucky ones have parents and church 
congregations who mean it when they say, "We love you for 
yourself, as a child of God." 
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Scripture 

not condemnation 
but love 



F or centuries, the official Church has promoted the 
view that the Bible condemns homosexuality. 

Those people and institutions who oppose 
homosexuality hold up half a dozen passages to 
support their beliefs, in much the same way that 
people used to hold up Bible verses to support 
keeping slaves. 

Before talking about what the Bible does and doesn't say 
about homosexuality, it's important to note that people 
today use the Bible in widely different ways. 

Step back and consider for a moment how you use it. As 
an individual, what authority does the Bible have in your life? 
Do you look for guidance only to the literal words in the 
Bible, or do you also consider: 

■ Historical information about the social and cultural 
context of Biblical times? 

■ Current knowledge and understanding? 

■ Traditions of your denomination or ethnic group? 

■ Your own and others’ life experiences? 

If you are reading this booklet with a study/prayer group, 
think about how your mutual reading of the Bible helps you 
to be faithful to Christ, to be Christ's church in the world. 

What does it mean to be a community of faith that roots 
itself in the Bible and especially in Jesus' teaching? 

One thing is clear: the Bible contains some problematic 
messages. 

We could hardly affirm, for example, Lot's action of offering 
his young daughters for gang rape (Gen. 19:8). Nor could 
we agree to impose the death penalty for cursing (Lev. 24:14), 
nor side with Paul's view that a woman's head should be 
shaved if she prays without a veil (I Cor. 11:5-16). 

By the same token, we cannot allow a half dozen Biblical 
passages by the same and other authors to override Jesus' 
central message of love and reconciliation. 

What does the bible say about homosexuality? 


First, nowhere does the Bible condemn loving, faithful 
relationships of any kind. Indeed, there are stories through¬ 
out the Bible celebrating emotionally deep, caring, intimate, 
same-sex relationships—for example, Ruth and Naomi, 
David and Jonathan, and Jesus and his disciples. 
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I esus refused to 

accommodate traditions that excluded 
whole groups of people. 


Although it is beyond the scope of this booklet to analyze 
the particular Biblical texts that are said to condemn homo¬ 
sexuality, the scholars who have examined them conclude 
that the sins discussed were other behaviors and attitudes. 

In those passages, the sin was not homosexuality. Rather 
the sins were violence, idolatry, rape, inhospitality, prostitu¬ 
tion, and sexual exploitation. 

That makes sense when you consider what people knew 
two thousand years ago. Clearly, they did not know what we 
know about sexuality, much less about sexual orientation. 
Much of our current understanding has developed in the 
last several decades. 

lust one example: the Israelites were extremely worried 
about their continuing existence as a race. They wanted to 
do everything possible to produce children. Since they had 
no idea of males' nearly unlimited ability to produce sperm, 
sex between men seemed wasteful, even sinful. 

Their view is understandable, but not one that we should 

have to perpetuate, now that _ 

we have more complete infor¬ 
mation. 

What did iesus say? 


We will never know whether 
Iesus spoke about homosexual¬ 
ity, because there is no report 
of his doing so in the Bible. 

What Iesus is described as 
doing, time and time again, is 
overturning religious and social 
traditions whose purpose was 
to condemn people. 



He got very upset, for example, about traditions that 
required people to make costly sacrifices in order to prove 
that they were truly faithful. He could see that the standards 
were set so high that most of us could never qualify. 

Iesus refused to accommodate traditions that excluded 
whole groups of people—such as the Gentiles and the 
Samaritans. 

He called into question the catalog of sins for which 
people should be stoned to death. 

Time after time, Iesus negated traditions that defined 
standards for condemning people. Instead, he lived a life of 
love and mercy, responding as a neighbor to those in need. 
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We don’t qualify 

for love and acceptance — they're a 
God-given gift. 


What was Jesus telling us? That God does not divide us 
into "we” and "they,” that God's grace has been made 
available to all of us. Jesus' amazing message—then and 
now— is that God loves and accepts us. We don't qualify for 
love and acceptance. They're a gift. A God-given gift. 

n our diverse world, we will never reach consensus on all 
theological issues. What we do know, however, is that 
reconciliation and grace have come to all of us—without 
exception—as a gift through Jesus Christ. 

Given that, we cannot justify excluding a whole group of 
people, as the Church has done with those who are 
homosexual. In Christ's church, everyone is welcome. 

"1/ new knowledge about the cause and meaning of homosexuality 
confronts us, then we must relinquish our prejudice and the 
prejudice of Holy Scripture and turn our attention to loving our 
gay and lesbian brothers and sisters, supporting them, and relating 
to them as a part of God's good creation " 

—John S. Spong 

Living in Sin? A Bishop Rethinks Human Sexuality, page 136. 
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People 

within the 
Church 



Lesbian and gay people 

■ Live in Everytown, USA... 

■ Are Black, White, Hispanic, Native American, Asian... 

■ Laugh, cry, eat, sleep, worry... 

■ Serve in church parishes and agencies, teach Sunday 
school, sing in the choir... 

■ Make music, dig ditches, perform heart surgery, pick up 
garbage, sell antiques, teach school, drive taxis, grow food, 
serve in the government... 

■ Conceive and raise children ... 

■ Are poor, middle class, affluent... 

■ Are sons and daughters, brothers and sisters, cousins, 
nieces and nephews, grandchildren... 

■ Are mothers and fathers, aunts and uncles, grand¬ 
parents ... 

Experiences of real people: 

HOW WOULD YOU FEEL/WHAT WOULD YOU DO IF 


... The person you have loved and lived with for 40 years is 
in intensive care and you're not allowed to visit because 
you're not "family.'' 

... A church committee member cracks a joke about 
"homos," not knowing about your daughter. 

... During coffee breaks, your co-workers often mention their 
spouses or people they're dating, but you feel you must 
remain silent about yours. 

... You know the other kids in the church invite each other 
over, but nobody accepts your invitation. They never say 
why, but you think they're not allowed to come over because 
their parents are wary of a family with two "fathers." 

... Your partner has just died of AIDS. His parents, ignoring 
the fact that you have been living together for 10 years, are 
coming to dismantle and sell the house you and your partner 
shared. 

... You get a phone call about three people being beaten by 
a gang that was screaming anti-gay/lesbian epithets. One of 
the victims, your sister, is in critical condition. 

... You are a single, gay man in seminary, and your married 
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Gay and lesbian 

people are sons and daughters, fathers 
and mothers, grandparents.... 


classmates in seminary are looking forward to moving into 
a parsonage after ordination. You wonder what will happen 
when you find someone you want to settle down with. 

... Your parents are coming to visit. Should you and your 
partner rearrange the house to hide evidence of your loving 
relationship? 

... You are 16 years old and all 
the other girls are talking about 
attractive boys, but you are 
attracted to girls. Should you 
share your feelings? Should you 
make up stories to protect your 
secret? 

... After months of trying to 
work things out, you and your 
partner of seven years decide 
to separate. The next Sunday, 
the minister announces a new 
support group forming for peo¬ 
ple going through divorce. 
Should you come to the first meeting and share your pain? 

.. .The congregation you have been serving is growing and 
thriving, but your bishop has learned that you are lesbian 
and is demanding that you turn in your orders immediately. 

... You tell your father how much you and your partner are 
looking forward to being with the family at Aunt Mary's for 
Thanksgiving. He pauses a long time, then tells you that 
you're welcome, but not to bring your partner. Should you 
stay home out of loyalty to your partner and miss seeing 
your new niece? Should you go to the reunion, alone and 
hurting? 

... Without warning, your son commits suicide. Later, one 
of his friends tells you your son knew he was gay and could 
not risk your rejection. Should you share that information 
with members of your congregation? 

... Your partner is leaving to work for six weeks in a war-torn 
country. Filled with concern, you accompany her/him to the 
airport. Should you embrace and kiss your partner, as you 
see other couples are doing? 

... It's time for the PTA open house at your children's school. 
Your partner, who shares the responsibilities of parenting 
(staying home when children are sick, helping with difficult 
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Often even a rumor 
can be sufficient grounds for 
discrimination. 
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homework, etc.) wants to go to the school meeting. If you 
both go, how should you introduce him/her to the teachers? 

... Your church is requesting photographs for the new 
directory. Should you submit a picture of yourself and your 
partner as a couple? 


More experiences of real people: 

HOW MUCH DO YOU KNOW ABOUT . 


... Legislation forbidding gay and lesbian people from 
teaching school or seeking apartments in certain parts of 
town. 

... The slaughtering by Hitler's forces of thousands of gay 
people as well as lews during the Holocaust. 

... Official inattention to beatings, even murders, of persons 
who are believed to be lesbian or gay and acts of arson at 
their homes and places of business or worship. 

... The fact that the mere revela¬ 
tion, even the rumor, of lesbian/ 
gay people's sexual orientation 
is often sufficient grounds to. 

■ Fire them from employment 
in most localities, 

■ Discharge them from military 
service, 

■ Evict them from rental prop¬ 
erty, 

■ Dismiss them from public 
office, 

■ Deny parents custody or the right to visit their own 
children. 



IN THE CHURCH: 

ACTUAL EXPERIENCES OF RECONCILIATION 


"Finally, I feel included; our new pastor never fails to lift up 
the concerns of lesbian and gay people in sermons and 
prayers.” 

"We were asked to be godparents for our friends’ newborn 
infant. Participating in her baptism was one of the most 
spiritually moving moments of our relationship." 
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"My Sunday School 
teacher let me know that I was okay 
with her and with God..." 


"When I was 13.1 already knew that I was different from the 
other boys, but I didn't fully understand yet. Then one day 
my Sunday School teacher said something—I don't even 
know what words she used—that let me know that whoever 
I figured out I was. I was okay with her and with God. Her 
brief remarks supported me through a lot of troubles the 
next several years." 

"When I learned that my friend 
was gay—the very one who 
helped me survive my separa¬ 
tion and divorce—I found that 
keeping our relationship alive 
and growing was more impor¬ 
tant to me than keeping my 
mind closed about homosexu¬ 
ality." 

"I had been attending the 
church for a couple of years, 
feeling pretty isolated, until one 
of the families in the congrega¬ 
tion invited me to their home. After dinner, we had such a 
good time singing together around the piano." 

"I was in college when my mother told the family that she 
was moving in with Liz. She made it clear they were more 
than just friends, and I really struggled with that at first. But 
I can remember how hard it was for her to fit into a marriage 
with my father, and now. I see how much more joy there is 
in her life. Through it all, we’ve become closer than ever." 

"At my children's school, the worst names the kids can think 
of calling each other are 'gay' and ’lezzie.' At least at church 
they are getting a positive message that helps them feel 
good about our family. That means so much to me." 

"When my partner was dying, members of the congregation 
brought food and sent such loving notes. I don't know what 
I would have done without their sustaining care." 
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An Invitation 

join us on our 
journey 



I n this booklet, we have tried to give a broad overview 
of some very complex and dynamic issues facing us 
personally and as a Church. If you are just beginning 
to explore these issues, you will need two things-, 
an open heart and more educational resources. 

The most important and helpful resources are 
people—openly lesbian, gay, and bisexual persons as well 
as their parents and family members. If you aren't aware of 
who those persons are in your midst—or if you aren't in a 
position to speak openly yourself—there are groups that 
provide speakers who have volunteered to share their own 
personal experiences. On the next pages are some sugges¬ 
tions of resources to get you started. 

In A SPIRIT OF LOVE AND JUSTICE 

As individuals and religious communities, we have some 
soul searching to do. Dumbarton Church continues to ask 
these questions, and we urge you to ask them as well. 

■ In an institutional church and a society that regularly 
condemn homosexuality, what does lesus ask of us? 

■ Can we acknowledge human sexuality as a "good gift of 
God?" 

■ Can we love our neighbors as ourselves—whatever 
their/our sexual orientation? 

■ Can we support those among us—of whatever sexual 
orientation—who strive to establish loving, enriching, 
committed relationships? 

■ Can we reach out with love to those—of whatever sexual 
orientation—whose relationships are broken by abusiveness, 
distance, confusion, alcohol, and drugs? 

■ Will we help to build a safe, just, and compassionate 
society for all of God's children—of every age, gender, sexual 
orientation, skin color, ethnic background, economic and 
legal status? 

That is the challenge. God be with you on your journey! 
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People resources: 

WHERE TO CALL 


■ Gay/lesbian speakers' bureaus are listed in many 
metropolitan area phone directories (look under "gay"). 

■ Parents and Friends of Lesbians and Gays (Parents- 
FLAG) has chapters around the country (national Federa¬ 
tion number: 202-638-4200). 

■ The Fund for Human Dignity has a national toll-free 
hotline: 800-221-7044 that has lists of organizations in 
your area. (Their operators are also trained to respond in 
confidence to the crises and concerns of gay and lesbian 
persons.) 

■ Kinheart offers workshops around the country on 
homophobia, heterosexism, and sexual justice issues 
(312-491-1103). 

■ Nearly every denomination has a lesbian/gay-identified 
group (see box on next page). 

Published resources 


In addition to talking with people, you might find the 
following journal, videos, and books helpful: 

Open Hands. Journal of the Reconciling Congregation Program, 
24-page quarterly magazine, $12/one-year subscription, 

PO. Box 23636, Washington, DC 20026. 

Casting Out Fear. Reconciling Ministries with Gay/Lesbian United 
Methodists, 38-minute video produced by Marshall Jones, 
VHS, 1988, $ 100/purchase, $20/rental, Reconciling 
Congregation Program, PO. Box 24213, Nashville, TN 
37202. 

On Being Gay. A Conversation with Brian McNaught, 80-minute 
video presentation, available in VHS and Beta. 1986, 
$39.95, TRB Productions, PO. Box 2362, Boston, MA 
02107. 

Bridges of Respect. Creating Support for Lesbian and Gay Youth, 
by Katherine Whitlock, $7.50, American Friends Service 
Committee, 1501 Cherry Street, Philadelphia, PA 19102, 
1988. 

Living in Sin? A Bishop Rethinks Human Sexuality, by lohn S. 
Spong, Harper & Row Publishers, 1988. 

Sex and Morality-. Who Is Teaching Our Sex Standards? by Dr. 
Ruth Westheimer and Dr. Louis Lieberman, Harcourt 
Brace Jovanovich Publishers, 1988. 

Homophobia: A Weapon of Sexism, by Suzanne Pharr, $10, 
Women’s Project, 222 Main, Little Rock, AR 72206, 1988. 

The Church and the Homosexual, by lohn J. McNeill, Beacon 
Press, 1988 (updated and expanded edition). 

Embodiment: An Approach to Sexuality and Christian Theology, by 
lames B. Nelson, Augsburg Publishing House, 1978. 

The New Testament and Homosexuality. Contextual Background for 
Contemporary Debate, by Robin Scroggs, Fortress Press, 1983. 
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Religious groups concerned with 

LESBIAN/GAY PERSONS 

Feel free to contact the following denominational 
groups for support, information regarding your denomi¬ 
nation, and/or opportunities for dialogue. 

Affirmation: United Methodists for Lesbian/Gay Concerns 
_ * Reconciling Congregation Program _ 

PO. Box 1021, Evanston, IL 60204 

_ American Baptists Concerned _ 

2418 Browning Street, Berkeley. CA 94702 

_Brethren Mennonite Council for Gay Concerns_ 

P.O. Box 65724, Washington. DC 20024 

_ Dignity (Roman Catholic) _ 

1500 Massachusetts Avenue. N.W. #11, Washington. DC 20005 

_ Friends for Lesbian/Gay Concerns _ 

P.O. Box 222, Sumneytown. PA 18084 

Gay and Lesbian Affirming Disciples. GLAD Alliance 

2917 Princeton #2. Fort Worth. TX 76109 

_ Integrity (Episcopal) _ 

4550 Connecticut Ave.. N.W.. #605. Washington, DC 20008 

Lutherans Concerned 

_ * Reconciled in Christ Churches (ELCA) _ 

PO. Box 10461, Fort Dearborn Station, Chicago. IL 60610 

Presbyterians for Lesbian/Gay Concerns 

_ *M ore Light Ministry _ 

P.O. Box 38, New Brunswick. N| 08903 

Unitarian Universalist Office of Lesbian/Gay C oncerns 

25 Beacon Street. Boston, MA 02108 

United Church Coalition for Lesbian/Gay Concerns 
_ *Open and Affirming Churches 

18 N. College Street. Athens. OH 45701 

Universal Fellowship of Metropolitan Community Churches 
5300 Santa Monica Blvd., Ste. 304, Los Angeles, CA 90029 


0 Denominational program initiated to encourage education and organizing in local 
churches. 


PAGE 


NINETEEN 
































About the author 


Ann Thompson Cook is a freelance writer and consultant to 
organizations working in the fields of health and sexuality 
education. She lives with her husband and two sons in 
Washington, DC. 


Acknowledgments 


Many thanks to the countless friends and colleagues who 
have contributed to this booklet and to the lesbian/gay 
individuals who agreed to have their photographs published. 
And special, grateful thanks to our expert advisers: 

_Mark Bowman, National Coordinator_ 

Reconciling Congregation Program 

lanet G. Elsea, Ph D., President 
Communications Skills 

_lohn Hannay, M.T.S., Consultant_ 

Sexual Minority Youth Assistance League 

_Mary E. Hunt, Ph D., Co-Director_ 

Women's Alliance for Theology. Ethics and Ritual 

_Wayne Pawlowski, MSW, ACSW, Director of Training_ 

Planned Parenthood of Metropolitan Washington 

Reverend Penny Penrose. Executive Director 
LAOS/Partners for Global Justice 


r c 

O rJ 


_Mary Lee Tfrtum, M.Ed._ 

Sexuality Educator and Consultant 

_Pamela Wilson. M.S.W._ 

Sexuality Educator and Consultant 

The development of this booklet was supported in part by 
grants from the Chicago Resource Center, the Washington 
District Mission Society, and the Astraea Foundation. 

Photography by Joan E. Biren (JEB) and Doug Hinckle, The Washington Blade 
Designed by Sama Marcus. Page Designs Unlimited 


THEOLOGY USllftSff 
CLAREMONT. QALW. 































